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 Annual Shake ‘N Break Kicks Off 
Lake Murray’s Boating Season 

The boating season got underway for members of Ameri-
ca's Boating Club of Lake Murray with our annual Shake 
'N Break at Flotilla Island on 6 April 2019. What a glori-
ous day to celebrate being on the water 

It not only was the season's first cruise, but we started 
the day with a Nautical Trunk Sale as members brought 
everything from batteries to "bumpers" to a ship's 
wheel clock. Our own version of a garage sale flowed 
right into an educational opportunity with P/C Tony 
Dodson presenting a Trailer Bearing Demonstration. 
Here members learned how to maintain and repack 
trailer bearings. 

But before we got to the good eats, Cdr Fred Ruinen 
held a brief meeting at which he announced several 
awards, taking the opportunity to present P/C Mike 
Kirk with his Life Membership Award. Then, follow-
ing the announcement that Lake Murray had won the 
2018 District 26 Membership Growth Award for Di-
vision 1, Cdr Fred swore in Lake Murray's newest 
members. 

Following lunch everyone gathered for the Blessing 
of the Fleet, performed by Lake Murray's Chaplain 
Mike Charles (a Methodist minister and retired mili-
tary chaplain), with the assistance of LMPS member 
Tommy Clawson and Layne Waters, a Sub-Deacon 
at The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd. It 
was a lengthy ceremony as the 77 members in at-
tendance brought out 19 boats for our day on the lake 
that included Vessel Safety  Checks. After receiving 
their blessing, the fleet cruised around the lake, with 
a small contingency finding a quiet cove for the 
year's first raft up. Dark drove us back to our home 
on the lake with excited expectations for our next 
water adventure. 

One of the highlights of the day was the Member Ap-

preciation lunch featuring burgers and hot dogs. 
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 LMPS Members Fill June 2019 

with Fantastic Boating Activities on Lake Murray 

We started the month with a delightful cruise up Lake 
Murray to visit LMPS members Betsy and Rick Agar. 
The low bridge was a bit exciting for Lisa and Jimmy 
Wilson, but some careful maneuvering got them 
through and on to the Agar's dock where we rafted up 
for a delightful afternoon. Lt/Cs Betsy and Rick treated 
us to some wonderful smoked salmon and brisket, while 
the rest of us brought along a covered dish to share. Es-
pecially popular were the Dove ice cream bars ─ a great 
way to cool the day until we found a nice place to raft 
up and swim on the way back to Flotilla Island. All 
told, 32 accepted the Agar's hospitality. Some came by 
car while a dozen of us found room at the dock by raft-
ing along side each other. 
 
The Clouds Creek cruise was a terrific start to June that 
got even better by the middle of the month when we 
hosted our first Log Jam of the season at No Name 
Cove, with 25 boats and 61 members participating. 
What can be better than rafting up with your boating 
friends on Lake Murray for a day of sunshine and float-
ing in the water ─ truly the best way to beat Columbia's 
heat! 
 

We wrapped up the month with a pig pickin' to cele-
brate of the Fourth of July on 28 June in conjunction 
with the annual fireworks sponsored by the Lake Mur-
ray Country Regional Tourism Board. There was a 
crowd of 112 squadron members, friends and family to 
enjoy P/D/C Jim Rakes' pig and grilled chicken, along 
with his famous BBQ sauce. Many thanks to Ed and 
Barb Garbe for their assistance with the pig and all the 
trimmings along with all the other helpers that made this 
event a success! 
 
But let's not forget about our Fabulous Flotilla Fridays, 
where members come by boat and car to enjoy each oth-
er's fellowship, talk boating, share a covered dish; and, 
sometimes we even get serenaded by someone with a 
great set of pipes! Our two Flotilla Fridays in June 
brought out 16 boats and 35 members to enjoy an even-
ing on the lake. 
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LMPS had 31 members and their families and 10 boats 
cruise Lake Hartwell 12-14 July.  They were:  No 
Shoes, Donna Marie, Splash, Pacifi-Her, Over Budget, 
-Fish Hawk, Four Play, Midnight Special, Valhalla and 
Cheesehead.  Most met at Exit 82 Friday morning for 
the tow upstate to Portman Marina in Anderson Coun-
ty.  Midnight Special joined the cruise Saturday, 
launching from Twin Lakes in Pickens County near 
Clemson. 

To start the cruise, those on the water on Friday went 
up the lake from the marina a short distance to the Lake 
Hartwell Dam.  Unfortunately, weather interfered 
briefly but a cove was found nearby and our first raft 
up had begun as the rain stopped.  We could not stay 
long because back at the marina that evening, Happy 
Hour on the dock kicked off the evening with fellow 
members of the Lake Harwell Sail & Power Squadron.  
Members of both squadrons brought an appetizer to 
share and a lot of fun and fellowship, and we enjoyed 
some quite tasty treats! 

Saturday’s cruise was up the Seneca River which in-
cluded a very low railroad bridge to get to our lunch 
destination - The Grill at Clemson Marina.  Valhalla 
was a bit too tall so tucked herself away in a nearby 
cove and hopped on with Fish Hawk for the afternoon.  
Views of Clemson University and Death Valley stadium 
were the backdrop for another raft up only this time 
with a treat of some great Pina Coladas by our First La-
dy prior to our lunch engagement.  The Grill did such a 
nice job of setting up an entire picnic area under the 
shade trees for our group but unfortunately, weather 
again tried to interfere so we had to move inside. 

 Although a pretty long line to order, the food and drink 
were good and the shelter was nice until the storm 
passed.  While potential storms were on the radar, we 
opted to head back towards the marina to ensure 
smooth cruising but not without another afternoon raft-
up to swim and cool off prior to dinner.  It was a great 
cove with easy access to a beach where some enjoyed a 
bit of exploring a sunken sailboat.  Then on to what 
ended up being some delicious entrees at The Galley 
restaurant at the marina where fun was had by all!  

For those who stayed, Sunday included a cruise up the 
Tugaloo River while the others loaded up the boats 
and headed for home. But first, it was a beautiful 
morning of everyone lingering on the dock enjoying 
coffee along with more fellowship before saying good 
bye.  Perfect weather was had for the cruise up the 
Tugaloo to another cove where lunch and relaxation 
was enjoyed before the afternoon group headed back 
to Columbia.   

 

Weather was on our side most of the weekend and all 
enjoyed a most relaxing cruise on one of our neighbor-
ing lakes! 

Lake Hartwell Cruise 
By Ivy Williamson, S & Lt Donna Dodson, AP 
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Commander’s Report  

By Cdr Fred Ruinen, JN 

I think we can all agree that the boating season has been great so far.  For the most part, beautiful sunny weather with some 
heavy rain activity here and there to help keep our lake topped off and our grass green. 
 
Our squadron continues to be active with a very successful ABC Class, a cruise to Lake Okeechobee lead by P/C Charlie Bruce, 
a cruise to Clouds Creek for some delicious smoked meats hosted by Lt/C Rick Agar and Lt/C Betsy Agar, our 1st Log Jam in 
No Name Cove, a fantastic Pig Pickin’ on the Island lead by Lt Ed Garbe and P/D/C Jim Rakes followed by fireworks, bridge 
meetings, and various Island Workdays and Flotilla Fridays. 
 
 In addition to all of the activities, we have been busy raising funds for various projects that need to be completed on the Island 
and I’m very happy to report that we have met and exceeded our goal to raise $6,000.  This will allow us to move forward with 
replacing the roof shingles on the building and the window blinds.  Hopefully we won’t find any surprises with rotten wood un-
der the shingles. 

As we all know, time does not stand still, and just like us, our Island home will continue to age.  To better plan and anticipate 
our needs, it’s my hope that we develop a long-term, five-year budget in addition to the yearly budget that is normally present-
ed.  This budget would be developed by the Budget/Planning committee with input from the bridge and our membership for 
approval along with the yearly budget.  This will be a work in progress that once developed, can be updated and adjusted as 
needed.  With a long-term plan, we can have a much better understanding of the funds we will need and we can be more proac-
tive over a period of time to make sure funds are available and minimize the need to raise large amount of funds in a short peri-
od of time. 
 
National is currently in the process of developing a Strategic Transition Plan for the United States Power Squadrons.  The plan 
has three main goals that include 1) A strategy to establish an operational structure that ensures survivability of USPS/ABC 
Club throughout the transition period; 2) Assess Fiscal Management, and 3) Reflect age, gender, cultural, and demographic 
changes in the watercraft community while honoring our heritage.  Many of the ideas submitted by the national planning com-
mittee are, in my opinion, a step in the right direction.  As with all plans, they are looking to fine tune this and are asking for 
input from the membership.  A copy of the plan can be found at https://www.usps.org/images/Planning/SP2019.pdf. Please take 
a few minute to look it over.  Once you have reviewed, National would appreciate your input, which can be submitted on a 
form found at https://forms.gle/a34ezhGQzeT13BTp8. 

The District 26 Conference Schedule is in the process of being updated.  As I have mentioned in the past, we are looking to re-
duce the number of conferences by eliminating the Spring Conference.  The current proposed schedule will have us hosting the 
Fall Conference and COW in 2022 and co-hosting the Cruise & Rendezvous in 2027.  Jim Wilkins, our D/26 Commander, is 
leading the effort to encourage more fun activities and meaningful content at all conferences, while reducing the time/effort 
needed for the more formal bridge/executive meetings.  Speaking of conferences, our Fall Conference (October 18-20) is being 
hosted by Tybee Light Sail & Power Squadron.  They have some great tours and activities planned and I encourage all of you to 
attend.  Information regarding this conference can be found on our website in the “News” section.  Please check it out. 

As you all come to the Island and participate in our various events, you will see many new faces.  As of 28 June 2019, we have 
added 31 new members to Americas Boating Club of Lake Murray.  Our family is growing and that is great.  When you come to 
the Island and you see a new face, please take the time to introduce yourself.  If you are a new member, and have not already, 
please be sure to get involved and take advantage of all the activities that we offer.  That’s the best way to get the most out of 
your membership. 
 
Speaking of activities, there are plenty coming up including the Pinopolis Lock small boat cruise, a Labor Day pot luck and 
brunch, a piloting class (in progress), the 21st Annual Dam Swim for Drew, a spaghetti dinner meeting, Lake Wateree small boat 
cruise, the Paddle Board Classic, and various Island work days.  Be on the lookout for additional information about these events 
in our weekly e-mails. 
 
That it’s for now.  I look forward to seeing all of you out on the water or at the Island. 

https://www.usps.org/images/Planning/SP2019.pdf
https://forms.gle/a34ezhGQzeT13BTp8
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Executive Officer’s Report  

By Lt/C Rick Agar 

 

As election time approaches, we need to identify candidates for the next Watch year.  We have 10 elected 
positions and some 66 other positions as Committee Chairs or Assistants.  When you consider that Lake 
Murray Power Squadron currently has 227 Members and 10 Junior Members, it is obvious that roughly 1 
out of every 3 members is needed for some position to continue running our Squadron.  Please consider 
how you could help or at least identify some good candidates for leadership roles in our Squadron.  The 
time requirements vary and are somewhat flexible but having people step up and volunteer is needed for 
LMPS to remain the largest and best Squadron in District 26.  

 

Betsy and I were initially attracted to join by the long list of activities put on by this group.  We have en-
joyed many boat trips and dinner meetings, as well as less formal Log Jams and Flotilla Fridays.  The ser-
vice activities such as hosting Thornwell kids and fund raising for local charities demonstrate a commit-
ment to giving back to our community.  The educational offerings are interesting and help give us better 
trained neighbors sharing the waterways. 

 

To help keep the process going, please speak up and volunteer or help us identify our next group of lead-
ers.  Jerry Wise, as head of the Nominating Committee, is currently looking for candidates for our next 
team.  Please contact Jerry, or any other member of our Bridge, with your candidates.  Thank you. 
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Safety Officer’s Report  

By P/C Jerry Wise, SN 

The ties that bind... 

What's the best rope for boats?  Don't know?  Just ask any experienced boater.  They will gently put a hand on your shoulder 
and say “boats don't have ropes, they have “Lines”.  It's easy to think there's just a touch of elitism when you hear that com-
ment.  But in a way it does have a deeper meaning.  Lines for boats generally have more built in protection from the sun and 
harsh chemical environments (salt, gas, diesel) that come with boat use.   Dock lines usually have a loop spliced into one end 
for ease in tying off and are cut to appropriate lengths with ends “whipped” (heat sealed or prepared to prevent unraveling).  
For sailboats the lines can get really technical in a hurry.  There are modern lines stronger than steel able to do tough jobs with 
very small diameters.  However, smaller lines for docking may have great strength but come with a hidden danger.  When 
brought under tension the small “Dyneema” lines can handle tremendous stress but their narrow width can cut like a knife.  
Best to use more mainstream technology like twisted or braided nylon.   

What size dock line should you buy?  A good rule of thumb is 1/8 inch of line for every 9 feet of boat with a minimum size of 
3/8 inch.  You still have to think about getting your finger caught between a cleat and the line if the boat surges while tying off.  
In that case a bigger line can be a lot less aggressive on the fingers.  Many feel a minimum 3/8 inch line is needed and recom-
mended for boats up to 27' and should be 2/3 the length of the boat.  (18 foot boat, 12 foot dock line 3/8 inch in diameter, braid-
ed nylon).   ½ inch or larger is a good size but can be a little hard to work in 3 strand nylon lines that are a few years old.  
Braided seems to stay flexible longer.   

Other than docking and anchor lines, there is also a need for some lengths of line for making up “spring” lines (fore and aft tie 
offs keeping the boat from scooting around on the dock) and rafting up with others.  Here is an interesting guide previously 
published in the “Log Jam” with some good instructions on line use while rafting up.  This is where 50 feet of ½ inch line 
would come in handy.   

                                                                   Log Jam Tie up Safety and Tie up Procedures 

We really enjoy seeing all the boats at our two annual Log Jam Tie Ups. 

Unfortunately we have had a safety issue that needs to be addressed. It pertains to boats that are leaving the Log Jam Tie up line 
of boats. When you simply untie and pull away from the Tie Up line it causes the boats to your right or left to drift as a group. 
We have had to start engines and try and get the line of boats close together to tie up again. Now with the large amount of peo-
ple floating in the water and around the boats the potential is there for an accident.  

So what do you do when it’s time for you to leave the Log Jam Tie Up Line. 

1.Let the boats to your right and left know you will be leaving soon. 

2. The boats next to you will pass two long lines over your boat to the other boats. 

3. Wait for the other boats to let you know the long lines are ready. 

4. Coordinate the untying of your boat with the boats next to you. 

5. Pull out slowly as one of the long ropes may have to be lifted over your Bimini top. 

 

 



 9 

 

Educational Update 

By Lt/C Howard Pendley, SN 

                       Become a Better Boater Today! 

I hope everyone is having a great summer and enjoying safe boating experiences.  The education depart-
ment has been very busy this year.  We completed an America’s Boating Course (ABC) in May with 17 
students earning their ABC certificate.  Congratulations, and thank you for helping to make boating on our 
lake safer.  

We also had 6 students successfully pass the Boat Handling Course (formally Seamanship).  The Boat 
Handling Course builds on the knowledge and skills you learn in ABC increasing your proficiency in boat-
ing and enhancing your boating safety. 

We presently have 8 students participating in the Piloting class.  This class focuses on the use of paper 
charts and their integration with GPS. Piloting is the first in a series of the navigational classes teaching 
skills and techniques for piloting a vessel in coastal and inland waterways. The course emphasizes planning 
and checking along with the use of GPS for determining position, and introduces digital charting along 
with traditional charting, compass and dead reckoning skills. Plotting, labeling, use of the compass, aids to 
navigation and a host of related topics are included in this all-new approach to coastal and inland piloting. 

Advanced Piloting will be offered in the fall starting Tuesday, September 10 at 6:00pm at the Flotilla.  This 
class is scheduled for 8 weeks with a maximum of 20 students.  You may sign up on USPS.org or call me 
at 803-318-0072. So, if you have completed the Piloting course, this is the next class you need to continue 
your boating education.  This course is the second part of the inland and coastal navigation series. It builds 
on the knowledge and skills developed in Piloting, and includes practical use of additional electronic navi-
gation systems and other advanced techniques for finding position. It is much improved from the previous 
Advanced Piloting course, it will be worthwhile for those already having taken AP to tune their skills with 
this new course. Among topics covered are: finding position using bearings and angles, collision avoidance 
using GPS, and radar, what to do when electronics fail, tides, currents and wind and their effect on piloting, 
electronic navigation with GPS, chart plotters, radar, autopilots, etc. It will be facilitator-led with use of 
course lectures and practical, in class, exercises.  

Finally, we have a full class for the next ABC course starting July 27 and ending August 3.  Thank all of 
you who support this essential boating safety course. 

Become a Better and Safer Boater with Boating Education 

     Remember, the more marine education you have, the safer you will become on the water. 
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Upcoming Social Events 

By Lt/C  Christine Royson, Administrative Officer 

     Watch your email for these upcoming events ! 

Thank you to all the Bridge members who helped grill burgers/sausages, prepare food and clean up at 

Shake ‘N Break/Member Appreciation Day! 

A very special thank you to P/D/C Jim Rakes and Lt Ed and Barbara Garbe for the fantastic pig 

and all the fixins’ that were made for the July 4th celebration on June 29th!  We had a great  turn-

out to enjoy the festivities.  Thank you very much for all you did! 

Pinopolis Lock Trip (small boats)    Saturday, August 24, 2019 

Labor Day Potluck      Saturday, August 31, 2019 

21st Annual Dam Swim      Saturday, September 14, 2019 

Lake Wateree Trip  (small boats)    Saturday, September 21, 2019 

Paddle Board Classic    Saturday, September 28, 2019 
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We stayed at Roland & Mary Ann Martins hotel where we 

had a nice dinner & got some rest. Next morning saw us 

cruising the waterway to Ft. Myers. under the advice of Cap-

tain Sam, the old salt at the marina. Captain Sam gave us a 

good shortcut to avoid going back out into the lake to enter 

the lock. He said we would have trouble due to the low lake 

level. We listened right away & went to Ft. Myers where we 

stayed 2 nights. 

Fun was had exploring Ft. Myers & dining at Ford's Garage. 

The next day we toured Thomas Edison's / Henry Ford's sum-

mer homes where they wintered together & Edison did much 

research on manufacturing rubber from alternate plant 

sources. His process would still work but DuPont beat him to 

market with synthetic rubber which was cheaper & took less 

labor. 

Next morning saw us back in the waterway to Roland Mar-

tin's hotel & marina again. We made a walking excursion to a 

local Mexican restaurant where all enjoyed an authentic meal. 

Following morning was time to cross the lake again. Captain 

Sam said "Maybe in the morning early but not in the after-

noon. Friday no way at all." We had a meeting & we decided 

to depart A.I.S at 0630 to cross the lake. It wasn't too bad but 

later as the wind kicked up it would have kept us from cross-

ing at all. Thanks Captain Sam !! 

The boats were loaded & we were well underway on the road 

by 1030. We traveled North to St. Mary’s, Georgia for anoth-

er stay that night. This was our goal as it allowed dining at 

one of our favorite restaurants in St. Mary’s as it has good 

food & a super delightful homemade dessert case. One for 

there & one to go. Yay! 

The tow home the next day was pretty uneventful with regu-

lar rest & fuel stops. We all arrived home having gone up I 

95 & I 26 just before the storms & tornadoes closed both 

those roads! We were very lucky to slip in between those 

major storms to make it home but that's a story for another 

day!! 

 

See more photos from our cruise on Page 12. 

LMPS Conquers Lake Okeechobee, FL  
on the Small Boat Cruise 

By: Captain Mike Kirk, P/C 

Three boats & six squadron members signed up for the 

Okeechobee small boat cruise organized by P/C Charlie 

Bruce, SN-CN. John & Valerie Hunter, Mike Kirk & Angie 

Tronco & Charlie & Diane Bruce. Charlie did an excellent 

job (as always) allowing all our cruise goers to have a great 

time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We all met at the I-26 exit 119 truck stop & lit out for Flori-

da. We towed to about 30 miles from Stuart, Florida where 

we stopped at a nice hotel for the evening. The next morning 

saw a short hop to the public landing previously scouted out 

where the boats were launched on nice ramps & there was 

plenty of room to leave trucks & trailers. I know we were all 

glad to get the boats in the water as it had been a long haul. 

In all the towing round trip was about 1,200 miles.  

We traveled the St. Lucie River & canal to the lock going 

into Lake Okeechobee. As we went through the lock the lock 

master advised us "I wouldn't try to cross right now if I were 

you." We told him we had to get to Ft. Myers. He said "Well 

good luck." 

After 10 minutes of pounding a 4 foot sea & not really get-

ting anywhere we rethought our advice from the lock master 

& went back through his lock to hide in the canal. He told us 

to tie up to a commercial barge that was idled there which 

we did. The wind blew dirt off the barge all over the boats 

but it was better than getting beat up. 

After a couple of hours we called the lock master & he 

checked weather on the lake for us. Wind was down some & 

he advised we could try it if we really needed to go so we 

did. The 25 miles across the lake seemed like 100 miles as 

we went up & down as much as forward. When we reached 

the lock to the Okeechobee waterway on the other side I said 

"Well, that was fun!" Diane responded that she had had 

enough fun. We all had. 
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Welcome aboard! Great to have you as a member of the Lake Murray Power Squadron. We hope 

you will enjoy Flotilla Island and all the great activities the squadron has to offer, and support our 

numerous functions. 

1.    Jim & Cindy Aleshire           2.    John & Teresa Hinkel 

3.    Phillip Butler             4.    John Turner & Bernice Shealy 

5.    Ed & Carla Eiland           6.    Ron & Aura Johnson 

7.    Ashok & Shivani Kumar          8.    Gregg & Harper Johnson 

9.    Josh Heath             10.  Bill & Elizabeth Mowery 

11.  David Alexander 
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Did you know that courtesy of the Sea Tow Foundation we have a Life Jacket Loaner Station  
located at our Home Port on Flotilla Island? 

If  you are going out on the water and are short a life jacket, please stop by and borrow one. 
When you’re through for the day,  just drop it back off.  

Non-approved or missing life jackets are one of the top violations when your boat is randomly 
inspected by law enforcement. Remember no one drowns with a life jacket on. 

Life Jacket Loaner Station 
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America’s Boating Club® of Lake Murray℠  
P.O. Box 2281, Columbia, South Carolina 29202  

2019 Bridge Officers  

Commander: Cdr Fred Ruinen, JN (commander@lmpsonline.org) 

Executive Officer: Lt/C Rick Agar (execofficer@lmpsonline.org) 

Administrative Officer: Lt/C Christie Royson (adminofficer@lmpsonline.org) 

Educational Officer: Lt/C Howard Pendley, SN  (seo@lmpsonline.org) 

Assistant Educational Officer: 1st Lt Frank McKinnon  (asstseo@lmpsonline.org) 

Secretary: Lt/C Betsy Agar (secretary@lmpsonline.org) 

Treasurer: Lt/C Mel Charles  (treasurer@lmpsonline.org 

Assistant Treasurer: 1st Lt Wayne Cromley (assttreasurer@lmpsonline.org) 

 

Members-at-Large 

P/C Charlie Bruce, SN-CN (atlargemembera@lmpsonline.org) 

Lt Jer Smith (atlargememberb@lmpsonline.org) 

Lt Ed Garbe  (atlargememberc@lmpsonline.org) 

 

America’s Boating Club® and logo are registered trademarks of the United States Power Squadrons®. 

1st Lt Wayne Cromley 

Email the editor at  

skiyaa1159@aol.com  

or call 803-608-3375 

Articles, opinions, and advertisements  

do not necessarily reflect USPS policy  

or endorsements unless so designated.  

America ’s Boating Club®  

of Lake Murray℠ 
 

is on the web:  

http://www.lmpsonline.org  
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